TIO THE 
GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREEHOLDERS, 
or 


DAN C A A HI 


— —— 
——— ——— 


— — — 


AN 


aA Db 0 ® 


GENTLEMEN, CLERGyY, and FREEHOLDERS 


| MP 
LANCASH INS 
„ +55 cence 
REPRESENTATIVE. 
GENERAL ELECTION FOR THE COUNTY ; 


Wherein the Merits and Pretenſions of 


Sir T. — EG- -N, Mr. ST---Y, and Mr. L---R, ; 
The ſeveral Candidates for this great Truſt of Repreſentation, | 
Are fully examined and conſidered. 
—  — ——— 
Druid verum atque decens curo et rogo et omnis in hac ſum; 
Condo et compono que mox deprom:re poſſim. 
| | Hos. 
— — — — 
LOND ON: 
Printed for G. KEARSLY, Np. 46, Fleet-ftreet. 


M.DCC,LXXX, 


* 8 r Wa. * 1 3 . r 
8 * ——— bag 2 — N 88 85 2 = — 
5 9 : 
—ͤñUh— — — — — 
ans La. — ä * 9 W 
* o 
* 
* 
F 
* 
* 
. 
* 
” * e 
— 
- 
* * 
# 1 
* 
* 
* 
. 1 
S. - Fx . 
— 
— 


Perſons are juſtified by the Spirit of thoſe Laws 


TO WY 


GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREE» 


HOLDERS of the County of Lancaſter, 
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My Friends and Fellow-Countrymen, 


B Y the Policy of our Government and the ſa- 
lutary Proviſions of our Laws, every Member of 
the Community, in Caſes of Tumult and Diſor- 


der, is inveſted in ſome Sort and to a certain 


Degree with the Office and Authority of a Ma- 
giſtrate. When the Affairs of a great Nation 


are diſtracted, when the Flame of Anarchy and 


Sedition ſpreads with alarming Rapidity, private 
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in ſtepping beyond their ordinary Sphere, to 
preſerve the great Magazine of Government 
from the Danger which ſurrounds it. We en- 
joy a more dignified and efficient Privilege, than 
that of idle Complaint and unavailing Lamen- 
tation over the Calamities of FER Country. 
We may inveſtigate them narrowly, we may 
argue upon them liberally, and we may ſuggeſt 
probable Reaſons for their Removal. 


Impreſſed with theſe Ideas, an Individual, 


who has a common Intereſt with you in the 


Welfare and Proſperity of the whole Kingdom, 


and who alſo with you has a near and eſpecial 
Intereſt in the Tranquillity of Lancaſhire, pre- 
ſumes to ſummon your Attention to a Reflection 
on your moſt important Rights, and to call 


your Minds to the Situation of your County at 


this 


E 


this awful Moment : For, believe me, if there 
ever was a Period pregnant with the moſt 
alarming Events, a Period in which this great 
Empire, convulſed by civil Diſſentions and in- 
ternal Diſcord, trembled to its Centre and me- 


naced Diſſolution; it is the preſent. Be it 


yours, ye virtuous few! to unite your patriot 


Efforts to repel the Shock, to reſtore the ſickly 
Frame of Government to its priſtine Health, to 
ſuſtain the tottering Fabric, and to re-eſtabliſh 
it on the broad Baſis of permanent Security and 


Stability. 


| Perſuaded as J am, that Actions derive not 


their Merit from the exalted Station of thoſe 


by whom they are performed, but that the Wiſe 
ever found their Judgments upon the intrinſic 
Merit of the Action itſelf, the Motives which 


4 | induce 
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induce it, and the Object at which it points, I 
forbear to ſubſcribe to this Addreſs a Name, is 
Humility of which can neither add Dignity to 
the Sentiments it avows, nor ta Ma- 
gic of its Authority, one ſingle Proſelyte to the 
Opinions it maintains. Attached to no Party 
whatſoever, a Slave to no Man's Opinions, too 
proud in Spirit and in Honour to be the Tool of 
Intereſt, I build my Hopes of receiving a can- 
did Attention from you (an Attention equal to 
the Importance of the Subject on which I addreſs 
you) on the beſt Bleſſing, the deareſt Poſſeſſion 


of Human Nature INDEPENDENT of the 


MIND. 


The „ Death of Parliament, my Fellow- 
Countrymen, 1s an Event which muſt unavoid- 
ably ſoon happen ; but as its Duration is wholly 
dependent on the Pleaſure of che Crown, its Di/- 


ſolution 


(9) 
folution (if we may believe Report) is an Event | 
which is daily to be expected. ts Conſequences 
are momentous and important to the whole King- 
dom, but they are peculiarly ſo to you, if you ad- 
vert to the Circumſtances of your Situation. In 
the Catalogue of Infirmities to which the Body- 
natural is ſubject, are Diſeaſes ſo ſudden and 1m- 
mediate in their Effects, that, baffling the Power 


FE i . of Medicine, they cut aſunder the Thread of Ex- 
 iftenceina Moment. In the Body-politic of Par- 
liament, in the ſame Manner, the Exertion of 


| Prerogative, like the Apoplexy of the Body-na- 


tural, makes its Way to the Vitals of the Con- 


3 ſtitution, and attacks the Principle of its Exiſt- 
1 ence. The Pulfe of Life becomes faint and 
3s languid, its Energies are diminiſhed, the Powers 


of Vibration are ſuſpended, and a total Diſſolu- 
tion inſtantly ſucceeds. This Diſſolution is 
alike inevitable and involuntary in both. Ar 
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awful F uturity is inſeparably attached to it, iu 


which to be happy or to be miſerable reſults 


from our own antecedent Conduct. To be un- 


prepared for ſuch an Event, would argue crimi- 


nal Inattention or unpardonable Negligence. 


You will, my Countrymen, by the Diſſolution 
of Parliament, whenever it ſhall happen, be 
put in Poſſeſſion of the beſt F ranchiſe, the 
moſt invaluable Privilege annexed to the Cha- 
rafter of Engliſhmen—You will be called upon 
to exerciſe your Birth- right in the Choice of your 
Repreſentatives—It is a Right which Charter 
cannot aboliſh, which Parliament cannot de- 
prive you of, and which Prerogative itſelf can- 
not deſtroy. 


How much you have at Stake, and how ma- 
terially your Intereſts are concerned in the Exer- 
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ciſe of this great Franchiſe of Election, it is not 
Matter of Difficulty to inform you, and that in 
very few Words. To thoſe whom you ſend to 
Parliament you delegate the Diſpoſal of your 
Perſons, your Properties, and your Religion 


To your Repreſentatives you commit the Power 


of arbitrary unlimited Taxation, of enacting 
Laws which may infringe your Freedom, and alter 
the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Kingdom. 
When ſuch is the Nature of the Truſt to be com- 
mitted by the Conſtituent Body to the Repreſen- 
tative; to examine the reſpective Merits and 
Pretenſions of thoſe who ſtand forth as Candi- 
dates for the high Honour of repreſenting you 
in Parliament, cannot ſurely be either uninte- 


reſting or unimportant, 


Three Gentlemen, emulous of this Diſtinc- 
tion, profeſs to you in Terms of Warmth their 
* Attach- 
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Attachment to your Intereſts, and the Indepen- 


dency of their Conduct. Two of them are 


your preſent Members, Sir Thomas Eg 8 


and Mr. St — y. The third, who for the firſt 


Time offers himſelf the humble Suitor of your 


Favours, is Mr. L 


r, a Gentleman of For- 


tune, and the preſent Repreſentative of the Bo- 


rough of Cl o. 


To you will be ſpeedily ſubmitted the import- 


ant Queſtion, © Which two of theſe Candidates 


ſhall be the Objects of your Choice?” For you | 


are the Judges from whom, by the Conſtitution 
of England, this great and momentous Contro- 


verſy is to receive its Determination. 


The Deciſion of this Queſtion in a way which 
affords the higheſt Probability of enſuring na- 


tural Adyantage and domeſtic Quiet, is the Ob- 
jet 


r 
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ject which ſhould command your Attention. 


b A 0 To preſerve in the Event of a conteſted Election 
1 the Peace of a County ſo opulent and ſo popu- 
6 N lous, and at the ſame Time abounding with ſuch 
4 a ſtrange heterogeneous Combination of religi- 
q | ous Opinions as Lancaſhire, is, I fear, a Taſk 
1 too difficult for Human Prudence to effect. — 
'F The obſtinate Opinions of Popery, the ſour, 
4 gloomy, and revengeful Habits of Preſbyterian- 
iſm, the frantic Rage of Enthuſiaſm and Fanati- 
eiſm, will ill accord with the mild Benevolence 
of the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant Church ; and from 
the Colliſion of theſe Bodies may be ſtruck a 
Spark, productive of a general Conflagration. | | 
| 


So circumſtanced, my Friends and Fellow- 
countrymen, permit me to recommend to you 
the Chriſtian Spirit of Unanimity and Cor cord— 
Examine with cool and diſpaſſionate, but, at the 


ſame 
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fame Time, with patriot Zeal, the Pretenſions 
of thoſe who are ſolicitous to repreſent you. — 
The Reſult of ſuch an Examination will be Una- 


nimity of Sentiment—There are ſtriking Fea- 


tures 1n every Character which muſt appear alike 


to every Eye - The ſureſt Teſt by which you can 


try Mankind is the Uniformity of their Actions. 


The Evidence of Experience eſtabliſhes a better 


| and ſafer Rule of Conduct, than the moſt plau- 


fible Theories of ſpeculative Philoſophers : It 
ſtands as a Land-mark to direct us through the 
troubled Sea of Diſputation, conſpicuous and 
immovable. Empty Profeſſions of unabating 


Friendſhip and laſting Attachment to your Inte- 


reſts, are like the Sunſhine of an April-day 


They are a Violet in the Youth of Nature; ſweet, 
not lafting, the Perfume of a Minute: but when 
Profeſſions are ſanctified by a congenial Unifor- 
mity of Action, to withhold its Aﬀent becomes 

the 
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(6 
the Province of Scepticiſm alone, or of invete- 
rate Obſtinacy. 
To comment on the Actions of Individuals, 
is ever an unwelcome and unpleaſing Office— 
TI ſhall enter on it with ReluQtance—I will not, 


however, be deterred from the Attempt—I will 


never ſhrink from the Execution even of a 


painful Duty, whenever the Intereſts of Man- 
kind are concerned in the Diſcharge of it. 
Conſcious that an Acquaintance with thoſe 
who are ſolicitous to repreſent you, is eſſential 
to your Welfare, and to the Rectitude of your 
Judgment in this important Litigation, I ſhould 
be criminal if I withheld it from you. I will 
ſtate to you the Merits of your reſpeclive Can- 
didates; and, protected by the Shield of Truth, 
I ſhall not tremble to afſail chem. — Suffer me, 


however, 
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however, before J enter on this unpleaſant To- 


pic, to call your Minds to the Circumſtances of 


the Moment, and to the Politics of England. 


We are engaged, friendleſs and unſupported 
by Alliances, in a moſt expenſive and ruinous 


War, againſt rebellious Subjects and the united 


Houſe of Bourbon, combined together in th 


firmeſt Confederacy, for the Purpoſe of deſtroy- 
ing our Importance in the Balance of the Com- 
mercial and political Intereſts of Europe. 


To ſubdue the one, to reduce America (not ac- 


eording to the perverted Interpretation of Apoſ- | 


tacy) to unconditional Submiſſion, but to bring 


her back to Conſtitutional Dependency ;- you, 


my Countrymen, ſtood foremoſt in the Liſts of 


thoſe who, by a ſpirited and loyal Addreſs to 


the Sovereign on the Throne, offered their 
Lives 


Lives and Fortunes to maintain tlie Supremacy 


of England, and to ſupport and enforce the 


conſtitutional Authority of the Parent State over 


her revolted Children Vou led up the Band of 
Britiſh Loyaliſts, who nobly offered every T hing 
dear to them in Life, to defend the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, the Eſtabliſned Church, and the 


Sovereignty of England. 


That your Efforts have not been as ſucceſsful 
as your Intentions were ſpirited and generous, 
is not only to be lamented, but eaſily to be ex- 


plained to you.— The Inactivity of one General, 


a Slave to unmanly Diſſipation, preferring the 


debaſing Pleaſures of luxurious Indolence to the 


Laurels of military Enterprize, ignobly tar- 
niſhed the fair Luſtre of the Britiſh Arms in 


America. He omitted to advantage himſelf by 


Opportunities, and ingloriouſly ſacrificed the 
C. deareſt 


1 


deareſt Intereſts of his Country at the Shrine 


of ſelfiſh Avarice. The raſh, inconſiderate 
Folly of another General, reduced a gallant 


Army, the Flower of the Soldiery, to the 


ſhameful Neceſſity of ſurrendering at Diſcretion 
to an unfledged, undiſciplined Militia—Peace 
be to the Manes of his military Character! — 


his Occupation is no more, He has outlived 


his Reputation. If he enjoys the Slumbers of 


an oblivious Lethargy, be not mine the malig- 
nant Pledfure to diſturb him; I wiſh not to 
plant a Thorn upon his Pillow, nor awake in- 
dignant Memory to the Review of a Character, 
which can only eſcape Cenſure when it eſcapes 


Obſervation. 


To manifeſt your Zeal in the Defence of your 


Sovereign and your Country againſt the united 


Arms of the Bourbon Family, needed not the 


Evidence 


0 2" ) 


Evidence of an Addreſs. When the perfidious 
Conduct of France and Spain was communicated 


to you, every Boſom glowed wich martial Ar- 


dour, every Pulſe beat high for Battle and Re- 


venge. You drained your County of its Inha- 
bitants to fight the Battles of the Kingdom 


at large, you enrolled in the Lifts of Honour 


the faireſt Feathers of your Wing. 


From theſe authentic Teſtimonies of your 
Conduct, all Europe will concur in drawing 
this Inference, an Inference greatly to your Ho- 
nour, That the County of Lancaſter, recovered 
from the Errors of Antiquity, boaſts a Loyalty 
worthy to be tranſmitted to lateit Ages; a Loy- 
alty which will defend the Sovereign on the 
Throne, the Conſtitution as ſettled at the Re- 
volution, and the eſtabliſhed Proteſtant Reli- 
gion againſt the open Attacks of perfidious 

YL Enemies, 
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Enemies, or the ſecret Machinations of domeſtic 


Traitors. 


That theſe were your Sentiments at the Com- 
mencement of the preſent Hoſtilities, is Matter 


of public Notoriety. The faithful Page of 


Hiſtory will tranſmit the Fact to lateſt Poſterity, 


and the Voice of applauding Ages will ſanctify 
your Conduct. Tour worthy Member Sir T. 
Eg—n, and your late Member Major St—y, 


together with the noble Peer his Brother, repeat- 


edly expreſſed your Voices to this Effect in both 


Houſes of Parliament, and pledged their Ho- 


nour and your own. as Hoſtages for the faithful 


Performance of this voluntary Stipulation. 


Whether this ſolemn Engagement has been 


violated, and by whom, 1s not the preſent Con- 


ſideration. Suffice it, that the Frecholders of 
= 5 the 
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the County of Lancaſter have religiouſly ad- 
hered to it; that building their Conduct on the 
firm Rock of Loyalty, Integrity and Honour, 
they have reſiſted the headſtrong Current of po- 
pular Phrenzy and intemperate Faction—7 ou 
have neither petitioned to ſubvert the Conſti- 
tution by the Introduction of a Republic thro? 
the Medium of annual Parliaments, nor aſſo- 
ciated in turbulent and factious Aſſemblies to 
over-awe your Repreſentatives by an Uſurpation 
on the Part of the Conſtituent of the official 
Duty of the Repreſentative. Jeu have not, 
my Fellow-citizens, in the Phrenzy of public 
Spirit, inſidiouſly attempted Revolution under 
the ſpecious Title of Reformation; and you 
may reſt aſſured, that the viſionary Projects and 
fantaſtic Theories of needy Patriots will be 
proved, by the irrefragable Evidence of Expe- 
rience, not only incompatible with Practice, 
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but falſe in their Pretenſions, and fatal and 


ruinous in their Conſequences. 


But I promiſed to ſtate to you the Merits of 


your reſpective Candidates. 


And here permit me to aſſure you, that I am 
not only perſonally unknown to, but that I am 
wholly unconnected with all of them, and that 


the Information I preſume to give you 1s the 


Reſult of a long Acquaintance with the County 


of Lancaſter, and of an accurate and faithful 


' Obſervation on the Manners and Conduct of 


theſe, amongſt many other of its Inhabitants. 


I ſhall begin with Mr. L——r, who has ob- 


truded himſelf upon you as a Candidate, and 


who aſſerts with Confidence his Certainty of 


Succeſs. 


N 
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Succeſs.— It ſhall be my Study, as it will be 
ever my Inclination, to pay every Tribute of 


Deference and Reſpect to exalted Station, when 


it is united with Independency of Mind and a 


Heart devoted to the Conſtitution. I cannot for- 


bear, however, to expreſs my Fears, leſt this bold 


Adventurer, brought up in the School of Po- 
litics under an ariſtocratic Pedagogue, offering 


himſelf to you under the ſpecious Garb of Sin- 


gleneſs of Mind, ſhould lull you into an un- 


ſuſpicious Belief, that he is attached to the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution in Church and State. Infa- 
tualkd with the Charms of Novelty, you may 
miſtake a viſionary Phantom for ſubſtantial 


Good. Believe me, it is better to prevent an 


Error, than to atone for it by Repentance.— 


It behoves you, if you regard your Conſiſtency 


and your Honour, to enquire with a rigid and 
attentive Curioſity, whether the ſpecious Pre- 


text 


1 


text of devoting himſelf to you, conceals no De- 
ſign of obtaining the Repreſentation of the County 
of Lancaſter, in order to add to the Republican 
Scale the vaſt Weight of your great and reſpecta- 
ble Authority in the national Balance. If you are 
perſuaded of this, if you are convinced that there 
is no latent ſecret Link which binds him to the 
Shelburne Faction (a Faction which diſappointed 
Ambition and embarraſſed Circumſtances have 
inflamed to a Degree of Madneſs) you may 
perhaps be juſtified in thinking him indepen- 
dent of Party. Credulity itſelf however will 
ſuſpect that other Motives than the virtuous 
Ambition of being the Guardian of your Inte- 
reſts 1 to this great Conteſt, when 
ir is conſidered. chat he is the preſent Repreſen- 
tative of the Borough of Ci, a Pare! of 
that great Whole which he is now folicitous to 


monopolize. When you conſider, that a Mem- 
ber 
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der of Parliament ſits not in the Britiſh Senate 
as the paltry Truſtee of the Rights and 
Intereſts of the inconſiderable Borough only 


which he repreſents, but that when elected he 


ſits in Parliament the acting Truſtee under a 
great and important Truſt, to be adminiſtered 
upon liberal and expanded Principles, and not 
upon a narrow and contracted Scale of Opera- 


tion; When you reflect that the Member for 


Cl——o is ſent to Parliament, not to protect 


the Rights of the Burgeſſes of G — only, 


| but thoſe alſo of every Member of the Commu- 


nity; you will, I think, agree with me in Opi- 
nion, that Mr. 3 comes in a very queſ- 
tionable Shape, and under Circumſtances which 
prompt Suſpicion and juſtify Enquiry. If he 


is devoted to your Intereſts, as he profeſſes to 


be, it is equally competent to him, both in 


Ability and Opportunity, to enforce and to pro- 
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tect thoſe Intereſts, and to guard your Rights in 
his Capacity of Member for CO——, as it will 


or can ever be, when he is inveſted with the Title 
of Repreſentative of the County of Lancaſter. 
The Repreſentative indeed is changed, but the 
Duties annexed to the Character remain unalte- 


rably the ſame, 


Under theſe Circumſtances, therefore, it is a 
Duty you owe to yourſelves and to the whole 
Kingdom, to deliberate before you decide, and 
to ſuſpend your Judgment until you are ſatisfied 
that even Artifice itſelf cannot miſlead you ; 
Conſidering, as you ought to do, that by pro- 
miſing your Votes and Intereſt to Mr. L——r, 
you pledge yourſelves to ſupport the Nomina- 
tion of a Gentleman, who, by his Interference, 
at leaſt endangers the Peace and Tranquillity of 


your County. 


3 


We may be allowed to ſigh over the Wound 
we are under the Neceſſity of probing; and in 
the Generoſity of Conqueſt, it is permitted us 
to lament, the melancholy Occaſions which pro- 

voxke the Calamities of War. My Feelings are 
of this Nature when 1 ſpeak of Mr. St——y. 
He 15 but lately advanced to the high Pre- 
eminence of Member for Lancaſhire—It is a 
Station which, in my poor Opinion, he had no 
Title to expect, nor has Abilities to ſuſtain,— 
This Language may found harſh and indelicate 
to particular Feelings. —There are Times, how- 
ever, when the. Delicacy of the Individual muſt 

be ſacrificed to the ſtrong and preſſing Neceſſity 
of public Information.—Such is the preſent Mo- 
ment Character alſo would be uninſtructive to 
Poſterity if it were not fully delineated, and 
Hiſtory a Falſhood if it ſuppreſſed a Particle of 
Truth.——Who then is Mr. St——y? The 
Dz County 
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County at large may be juſtified in exclaiming, 
He is Novus Homo, Unacquainted not only with 
our provincial Manners, our internal Polity, our 
commercial Intereſts, our relative Connections 

with other trading Powers in the great Map of 
| foreign and domeſtic Commerce, but he is even 
unacquainted with himſelf. The high Eſtima- 
tion, in which this Gentleman has been accuſ- 
tomed to hold his own Perſon, has placed him 
at too great a Diſtance from the common Le- 
vel of Humanity, © An overweening Pride 
engendering high Conceits,” has debarred him 
from the Acquirement of that Knowledge which 
it is eſſential every Member of Parliament 
ſhould poſſeſs.— Thoſe Talents which form the 
Man of Buſineſs and the uſeful Citizen, are 
congenital with the varied Intercourſe of active 
Life.— The gloomy Shade of Solitude is un- 


friendly to their Principles of Vegetation, nor 


will 


(29) 


will they ever flouriſh in the dreary Regions of 
monaſtic Retirement. The Man who in the 
common Habitudes of civil Life never looks 
beyond himſelf, cannot be expected in a pub- 
lic Character to conſult any other Intereſt than 
his own. It is even a Maxim of the Schools, 
« That the Man who lives wholly detached from 
« others, muſt either be an Angel or a Devil.” 
—When in the ſequeſtered detached Gentleman 
of theſe Times we diſcover an extraordinary 
Purity and a ſupernatural Beneficence, we may 

admit the Character to be Angelic. — In the 
mean Time, however, we ſhould not forget 
chat we are born only to be Men. It is only by 
a various Commerce with the World, by a fre- 
quent Intercourſe with Mankind, by the mutual 
Barterand Exchange of Sentiments and Opinions, 
that the Individual, can attain that uſeful and 
indeed neceſſary Acquaintance with Men and 


Manners, 
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Manners, which can enable him to ſit in an 


Aſſembly of the People, with Honour to him- 
ſelf, or with Advantage to his Conſtituents. 


If this is a Poſition which is incontrovertible, 


as J profeſs I believe it to be, Where is the Man 


who aſcribes this Knowledge to Mr. S——y ? 


In the Name of Heaven, where could it be ac- 


quired? Has his Toilette been the conſcious 
Witneſs of his Studies? Did he learn it in 
the Rooms at Bath, or in the ample Demeſnes 
of C- H-? Has it been attained by the 
Midnight Oil of painful Induſtry, or is he of 
thoſe favoured Few whoſe Minds are illumined 
by ætherial Fire, or whoſe ſtrong Conceptions 
graſp all Science as it were by Intuition?—Irt is 
not my Wiſh to analize the gaudy Inſect of a 
Summer's Day—But ſuffer me to aſk you, Is 
Mr, St——y the Oboe of the free Election ? Is 

he 
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he choſen by the unanimous and unbiaſſed 
Suffrages of the F recholders of Lancaſhire 2 
To anſwer this Queſtion i in the Negative, would 
not, I think, beget a Contradiction.— Where 

is to be found Ignorance ſo groſs as not to know, | 
that he is the Nominee of the E— of D—y, 
delegated by him to ſit in Parliament as Mem- 
ber for Lancaſhire, after, indeed, the faſtidious 


Formalities of an Election by the Freeholders? 


The Charge is pointed and preciſe : It may be 
eaſily refuted, if it admits of Refutation.— 
Does the noble Lord confider the Repreſenta- 

tion of Lancaſhire as an Heir-Loom of his 
Family, deſcendible to every Creature that bears 
the Name of St——y 2 In the Name of De- 
cency, is the noble Lord taught to conſider the 
Election of a Member of Parliament for Lan- 
caſbire as attended with no greater Solemnity 


than the Grant of an Annuity ? 


My 


— 42 a6 Gat * 4 
an. — 1 = 
5 @ ” - 


tw\h 


My Fellow- countrymen, I conjure you, by 
the ſacred Name of Freedom, by your violated 
Rights, by every Privilege which is dear to you 
as Engliſhmen, and valuable to you as Men, 
whenever that Day ſhall arrive on which a 
general Meeting of the County ſhall be held 
for the Purpoſe of nominating your Repreſen- 
tatives; Rouze yourſelves to a Senſe of your 
Importance and your Dignity, and catechize 
with Spirit this Patriot Peer, who, in Addition 


to his other Titles, is Lord L—t—t of your 


County. From him ſhall you obtain that Evi- 


dence upon the Subject, which ſhall pour the 


full Stream of Conviction on your Minds, and 


diſſipate your Doubts for ever. Liberty and 
Property are both precarious, unleſs the Poſſeſ- 
ſors have Senſe and Spirit to defend them. If 
you wiſh to preſerve them undiminiſhed, aſſert 
the genuine Freedom of Election, and vindi- 

Cate. 
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| Fate your excluſive Right to the Choice of your 
Repreſentatives. — The ſmalleſt Invaſion of your 
political Rights ſhould be repelled by a ſpirited 
and determined Reſiſtance. Ahe Fact of Yeſ- 
rerday may be the Doctrine of To-morrow.— 
The moſt dangerous Meaſures are always at- 
tempted to be juſtified by Precedent. It be- 
hoves you, therefore, to enquire and to aſcer- 


tain, whether the El of D—y did, in Breach 


ol his Duty as Lord L—t——t of the County 


of Lancaſter, i in Violation of the Freedom of 
Election, and in groſs lofringement of your 


Rights as s F recholders, interfere in the Nomi- 


to the ESR You are bound to fatisfy your 
Minds, that the Election of Mr. St----y neither 
infringed your Rights nor ſoiled his Honor.—It 
is a Debt which he cannot evade, and which 
you cannot relinquiſh. It is not the Right of 

| E. the 
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the Individual, but of all the Subjects of the 


it | Kingdom. —By ſuch an Examination you will 


* 5 fully convinced that this Patriot Nobleman 
did not (when he had indulged the firſt Emo- 
tions of Grief for the Death of his honorable 


293 


. * 


Brother, and the Tempeſt of fraternal Piety had 


ls — 


a little abated) without your Concurrence, nay 
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even without your Knowledge, tender the Re- 

preſentation of the great county of Lancaſter 

to Sir W—tts H—r—n, a Name at the bare 

Mention of which even Gravity itſelf unbends 

her ſerious Brow. —You will be then perſuaded 

1 | that, unauthorized by the ceremonious Forma- 
| j lity of your Aſſent, he did not direct that this 
K FE high Honor, your beſt Inheritance, ſhould de- 


5 ; 


volve to Mr. St—y in the Event of Sir 
W. tts H—n's declining to accept it. If the 
noble Lord had invaded your Rights, he ſhould 


1 | not alſo have inſulted your Underſtandings. 
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Theſe Facts, my Fellow- countrymen, are 
material to be enquired into, and to be explain -d 
to you; and the Nature of that Explanation 
ought, in ſome Meaſure, to regulate your Con- 
duct in the Re-Election of Mr. St—y. If 
they are admitted, the Modeſty of Sir W—tts 
Hen was truly commendable: It was an Ex- 
ample which merited Imitation, If they are 
the mere Suggeſtions of inventive Malice, all 
Imputation is removed. Vulgar Souls alone 
ſhrink back, and ſtartle at Accuſation. I he 
Ordeal of Examination, inſtead of ſullying, 
improves the Poliſh of the perfect Character. 
If, however, they ſhould be founded i in the So- 
lemnity of Truth, will the County of Lancaſter 
glory in its Choice? Will it even approve it? 
Or rather will it tolerate this groſs Indignity, 
and ſuffer it to paſs without the authoritative 
Stamp of general Execration? Will the mo- 
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dern Patriotiſm of L—d D recommend 
even his Nomination to the Favor of independ- 
ent Citizens? If it will, I have no Doubt that 
Mr. St——y will tread in whatſoever Path the 
noble Lord his Relation ſhall chalk out to him. 


He may not, indeed, gratify us with inflamma- 


tory Declamation ; the liſt'ning Senate may not 


hang upon his Tongue; but bis Maiden Organ 
will deliver the i ſmall Voice of Aﬀent and 
Approbation to the Meaſures of Oppoſition. 
The ſame End will be effected by different 
Means. The noble Lord his Friend will be to 
him an Oracle, the Veracity or Propriety of 
whoſe Reſponſes he cannot be at Liberty to 
queſtion. It would be Impiety in the _— 


to diſpute the Will of 1 its Creator, 


There is, however, a F und of good Senſe 


amongſt the Freeholders of Lancaſhire, which 


cannot 


5 


cannot be deceived; and J truſt they will exa- 
mine the upſtart Patriotiſm of L—d D——y 
before they ſubſcribe their Approbation as a 
Teſtimony of its Propriety. Is it Evidence of 
his Sincerity, of his Conſiſtency, of his Wiſ⸗ 
dom, of his Capacity? Does it argue a ſound 
Underſtanding, equal to the Taſk of directing 
the Conduct or influencing the Opinions of ſo 


great a County? To the Defeat of B—re—ne, 


to his Capitulation at Saratoga, and to the 


Firmneſs of the Sovereign in refuſing, in Com- 
pliance with Court Etiquette, to receive an 
American Priſoner into his Preſence, the uni- 
verſal Opinion of Mankind has aſcribed the no- 
ble Lord's political Verſatility Hic Fontederi- 
vata Clades, From this impure Fountain the 


Stream of L—d D——y's Patriotiſm has its 


Riſe, This curious Circumſtance has given 


Pirth to a new Line of Conduct, a Change of 


Senti- 


( 3 


Sentiments and Opinions, a Departure from 
avowed Principles, and the Profeſſion of thoſe 
Principles which the noble Lord formerly ar- 


- raigned and reprobated. 


Inſtead of ſhining, in the gay Circle which 


crouds the Court of Princes, we find the noble 


Lord diſpleaſed with the Inſincerity of a Pa- 
lace, aſſociated with the honeft Electors of 
the Liberty of Weſtminſter, countenancing a 


factious Aſſembly by his Preſence, and abetting 


it by his Plaudits. Inſtead of Panegyrics on 
the Virtues of the Sovereign, of which the no- 
ble Lord was wont to be liberal even to Prodi- 
galiiy; inſtead of ſupporting the Augmentation 
of the Civil Liſt, which the noble Lord moved 
ix Return for the great Honour conferred on 
bis Family by the Crows ; inſtead of ſupporting 
Adminiſtration, which the noble Z formerly | 


con 
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condeſcended to do, and when the Reins of 
Government were Held by the ſame Hand; in- 
| ſtead of a Juſtification of the War with France 
and Spain, not as a Matter of Choice, but of 
Neceſſity ; Should we expect to find this noble 
Peer at the Elbow of a* Patriot (who, if he had 
been within the Deſcription of the Bankrupt 
Laws, would have been long ſince a Bankrupt) 
haranguing a giddy thoughtleſs Mob, tacitly 
aſſenting to the Doctrine there delivered, 
« That the People were intitled to the Subver- 
« ſion of Monarchy, and to the Inſtitution of 5 
Republic, And when the clamorous Ora- 
tor, (the reſpectable Chairman of this truly re- 
ſpectable Afſembly,) dared to vilify the Sove- 
reign, to treat with rude Indignity the ſacred 
Perſon of the King; ſhould we expect to find 
this noble Peer teſtifying by repeated Acclama- 
| tions his warmeſt Approbation of the Infule, 


and 
* The Honourable Ch==s F—x. 
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and endeavouring to diffuſe and to diſſeminate 
amongſt a rude and unprincipled Aſſembly, a 
general Spirit of Diſlike and Ms hn the 
The foul Crime of In- 


— 
— 
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beſt of Princes? 
eratitude is pourtrayed in livelieſt Colours in 
the Inſtance before you, as a marking Feature 


in the Character of this noble Lord, It ſurely 
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would have been more confiſtent with the Dig- 


— wh. 


m" nity of Peerage, nay even with the Virtues of 
Humanity, to have remained ſilent whilſt a 
Benefactor was inſulted, than to have rejoiced 


and triumphed at the Inſult, But, | 


Aſentem qui rodit Amicum, 

Dui non defendit, alio culpante 
— Hic niger eft, hunc tu Romane caveto. 
Ho R. 


This was the Language of antient Days, and 


modern Times, although they have not recom- 
mended 


(41) 

mended the Principle by the Light of their 
Example, 18 not condemned its Juſtice. To 
me, indeed, the Conduct of the noble Lord ap- 
pears of a more alarming Nature. I conſider 
it as little leſs than a hoſtile Effort to diſſolve 
the Bond of Allegiance which binds the Subject 
to the Prince. | — 

Whatever may have been the noble Lord's 
Conduct in the particular Inſtances I have 
alluded to; public Life is a Situation of 
Power and Energy. He offends againſt his 
Duty who goes over to the Enemy, much mort 
than he who ſlumbers upon his Watch. — 
But without a further Comment on his Lord- 
ſhip's political Principles, his Interference in the 
Election of Mr. St — y (if he did really inter- 
fere) was a groſs Inſult to you, and a violent 
un of your Rights and Privileges as 
F 3 The Houſe of Commons in a 


very recent Inſtance on the Motion of Mr. 
F Wilkes 


1 
Wilkes (the Friend of Freedom) reprobated 2 
ſimilar Conduct in a noble * Duke, and referred 
it to a Committee of Privileges for Examina- 
tion. Indeed, if the Influence of the Peerage 
is ſuffered to prevail in popular Elections, the 
Conſtitution of England is gone for ever, and 
an overbearing, tyrannizing Oligarchy, will 
riſe upon its Ruins.—To preſerve inviolate this 
fair Fabric of the Conſtitution, © raiſed by the 
« Steadineſs of our Anceſtors, and cemented 
by the beſt Blood of the Country,” is the 
Duty of every Briton, If, however, it muſt. 
periſh and moulder into Decay, that it may aſ- 
ſume any other Shape, and be reſolved into any 
other Form ; than that of an auſtere, inſolent and 
intolerant Ariſtocracy, will, I truſt, be the ex- 
piring W iſh of every Patriot Citizen. 


But to return to a Conſideration of your Can- 
didates. 
| If 


The Duke of Ch 8. 
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If great Rank in the Kingdom, if unblemiſhed 
Honor both in public and private Life, if entire 
and abſolute Devotion to your Intereſts and 
Concerns, if an unremitted Attendance on his 
Duty i in Parliament, if expreſſing uniformly i in 
the Houſe of Commons the Sentiments of his 
Conſtituents, if an inceſſant Attention to the 
Protection of your Rights and the Furtherance 
of your commercial Intereſts, can give the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of theſe Qualities a Title to your Appro- 
bation; Your preſent Member, Sir T— Eg—n, 
will, I truſt, receive from eyery Individual 
amongſt you the fulleſt Teſtimony of Counte- 
nance and Support. Devoted to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion . and attached to the Conſtitution, 
he has uniformly ſupported thoſe Meaſures 
which have appeared to him to have been cal- 

culated to ſecure the one, and to preſerve the 
other from the violating Hand of rude and ſenſe- 
1 leſs 
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leſs Innovation. Poſſeſſing a Revenue ample 
and extenſive as his Wiſhes, a Revenue Sa 
miniſhed by the waſteful Hand of faſhionable 
Extravagance, and exceeding his Expenditure, 


the irreſiſtible Impulſe of Neceſſity can have no 


Power to produce an Alteration of his Senti- 


ments, or work a Change in the Articles of his 
political Faith. His private Virtues have en- 
deared him to a Prince, the Amiableneſs of 
whoſe Character is not leſs the juſt Obje& of 
univerſal Praiſe, than the faireſt Example for 


general Imitation. —Afﬀable and winning in his 


Deportment, eaſy of Acceſs, attentive to the 
Communications of his Conſtituents, and ſol- 
licitous to ſerve them; We find in Sir T— 
Eg—n the Elegance of poliſhed Manners and 
the Induſtry of active Life, united with a ſe- 
rious Reflection on the Importance of the great 
Character he ſuſtains, © The Repreſentative of 

| the 
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the firſt trading G in the Kingdom. If 
he has ever ſupported his Majeſty s Adminiſtra- 
tion, or given Aſſiſtance to Government, he has 
done it as the Repreſentative of a loyal People, 
who have demonſtrated by repeated public Acts 
their Attachment to the Family on the Throne; 
And I think I ſhall not hazard Contradiction 
when I aſſert, that he has done it without any 
other Gift or Reward than that moſt pleaſing 
and moſt honourable one, the conſcious Con- 


viction of doing what was right, 


Such, my Fellow-citizens, are the Candidates 


who ſollicit you to commit into their Hands the 


great fiduciary Truſt of Repreſentation, It i is 


yours to draw from the Premiſes before you, 
from the Evidence of your own private Know- 
ledge, and from the Diſcloſure to be made to 
you on the Day of Nomination, ſuch a Conclu- 
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fion as Reaſon will ſanctify, and ſuch as ſhall at 
leaſt appear to you to have the moſt probable 
Tendency to preſerve the Peace of the County, 
and to ſecure not your Rights only, but thoſe 
of the whole Empire. And here ſuffer me 
again and again to intreat you, not to permit 
the Day of Nomination to elapſe, without re- 
ceiving from the noble L- d to whom I have 
alluded, a full and deciſive Explanation of thoſe 
Facts which perhaps appear ſuſpicious, merely 
from the Darkneſs which envelopes them.— Be 
that as it may eventually happen, it is a neceſ- 
ſary Explanation It will either reſcue a dig- 
nified Character from Reproach, or it will put 
his Infamy on Record. In any Caſe, it will 
ſatisſy the Doubts of Thouſands. 


My Fellow-countrymen, it would not be an 


improper Subject for your Conſideration in the 
| : = 
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Deciſion of this important Controverſy, to re- 
flect on the dangerous Uſurpations which De- 


mocracy has attempted againſt the Influence of 


the Crown, the Intemperance with which all the 
Propoſitions tending to produce this Effect have 
been urged, and the fatal Conſequences which 
muſt inevitably follow that Rage for Reforma- 
tion, which, like a Peſtilence, has over-run a - 
great Part of the Kingdom. The Phrenzy, 


Indeed, ſeems now in ſome Degree to abate, 


and the Violence of the Diſeaſe having expelled 


the groſſer Humours from the Body, the Habits 
of the Patients may poſſibly be corrected and 


improved—It i is a Conſummation devoutly to 
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be wiſhed.— I mean not here to argue that the 
Influence of the Crown has not increaſed. The 
long and extenſive War in which we have been 
engaged, has occaſioned a great Augmentation 


of our military and naval wy To de- 


fray 


E 


fray the Expences attending this great Force, 


additional Taxes muſt unavoidably be impoſed, 
| and additional Revenue Officers muſt neceſſarily 
3 i be appointed to collect them.— This, however, 
| is but a temporary Evil. The Tide of Royal 
Influence has riſen to its Height from natural 


Cauſes, and it will alſo naturally and gradually 
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ſubſide until it ſhall again have fallen to its an- 
tient and proper Level. The Conſtitution of 
England ſtands on a very nice Equipoiſe—Irt is 
difficult to incline the Scale without convulſing 
the Balance. In removing it from a dangerous 
Inclination the one Side, there is a Riſque of 
overſetting it on the other. To correct the In- 
fluence of the Crown, it has been propoſed by 
modern Patriotiſm to change the Conſtitution. 
Be aſſured, my Fellow- citizens, that every 
Change in a Government ſo complicated as ours, : 


combined at the ſame Time with Circumſtances 
: — ſtill 


T1 


ſtill more complicated, is a Taſk of Difficulty 


and Danger. | I has been truly ſaid, & A con- 
bc fiderate Man will hot be too ready to decide 
1 upon it; a prudent Man too ready to under- 
te take it, nor an honeſt Man too ready to pro- 
«© miſe for it.” That the Influence of the Crown 
is demonſtrable from violent and palpable Exer- 
tions on the Subjects Liberty beyond the Parallel 
of former Times, las not been hitherto aſſerted 
even by the boldeſt Republican. Indeed it 
would have been incbnſiſtent with the political 
Sagacity of Oppoſition to have hazarded ſuch 
an Aſſertion. It might have been referred to 
the Evidence of every Man's Senſes, and it 
muſt have been decided, that there never could 
be wiſhed a Period when the Individual ſhould 
be permitted to enjoy a wider or more unbounded 
Sphere of Action than the preſent. To extend 
the Circle beyond its preſent Limits would be 
$55 wholly 
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wholly inconſiſtent with political Security, Is 


would be recurring to firſt Principles, and in- 


troductory of that rude and ſavage Liberty 


which exiſts only in the unciyilized State of Na- 
ture, and which Society was wiſely intended to 


abridge. The Liberty of Engliſomen, as en- 


joyed at the preſent Day, needs only ta be com- 
pared with the Slavery which prevails in deſpo- 


tic Monarchies, to be the Object of univerſal 


Adoration. 


My Friends and F cllow-countrymen, I cannot 
conclude this Addreſs without beſeeching you, 
by all the Ties of Honor which bind Man tq 
Man, by all the Reſpe& due ta a Conliſtency of 
public Conduct, by the Safety « of your Rights, 
by your Love of the Conſtitution under which, 
ve live, and by your Loyalty t to the Sovereign 
en the Throne, to protect and to ſupport the 
Man whoſe uniform Conduct has evidenced his 


Arten- 
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Attention to the Preſervation of that Honor 
pure and unſullied, the Protection of thoſe 
Rights, the Defence of that Conſtitution, toge - 
ther with a firm Attachment to the King, under 
whom (ſo far as the Wiſnes of the Sovereign can 
prevail) the Rights and Liberties of Engliſhb- 
men will remain inviolate, and the Peace of Eu- 


rope for ever undiſturbed. 


